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The longevity of
the nation's 3rd-
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Preserving the historic places that make L.A. County unique. Learn More >

Since Dodger Stadium was completed in

1962, at least twelve major league baseball

stadiums have been built and torn down. In

fact, it is currently the third-oldest such

stadium on the county, behind Wrigley Field

in Chicago and Fenway Park in Boston. Why
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oldest ballpark is
due in part to its
futuristic design.
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Key
Information

Architect: 

Emil Praeger

(/architects/emil-
praeger)
Praeger-Kavanagh-

Waterbury, Engineers-

Architects

(/architects/praeger-
kavanagh-
waterbury)
Year of Completion: 

1962

Street Address: 

1000 Elysian Park Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Get directions

(https://maps.google.com/maps?
daddr=1000%20Elysian%20Park%20Ave.%2C%20Los%20Angeles%2C%20CA%2C%2090012)
Property Type: 

Do you
have a
story about
this place?
Share your
memories
here!

Los Angeles’ ballpark remains beloved and

intact is a good question—is it the location?

The ownership history? Yes and yes, but

don’t forget one more answer: the design.

Dodger Stadium’s Mid-
Century Modern lines

are as enchanting now
as they were upon
construction, when

Los Angeles was
positioning itself as
the city of the future,

full of modern dreams
and pragmatic plans

for making them come
true.

Designed by Emil Praeger of Praeger-

Kavanagh-Waterbury, Engineers-Architects in

consultation with legendary Dodgers owner

Walter O’Malley, the stadium was an

ambitious structure from the beginning. To

build it, workers excavated millions of cubic

yards of dirt and then used it to fill in Chavez

Ravine for the enormous parking lot.

Construction was a predictably gargantuan

proposition, involving the onsite casting and

curing of over 25,000 concrete pieces for the

grandstand.

The design plan was of an appropriately large

scale as well: O’Malley envisioned the

stadium as a Disneyland-like destination,

with tram transportation, water features, a

thick landscape of trees, and futuristic

architecture. At least some of those ideas
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Landscape  (/property-
type/landscape)
Recreation  (/property-
type/recreation)
Architectural Style: 

Mid-Century Modern

(/architectural-
style/mid-century-
modern)
Modern

(/architectural-
style/modern)

Related
Information

Curating the City: Modern

Architecture in L.A.

(/modern)
Website

(http://losangeles.dodgers.mlb.com/la/ballpark/index.jsp)

QRelated Locations

came to be, particularly in the form of Mid-

Century Modern architectural details such as

the folded metal roof over the center field

pavilion, inverted canopies, abstractly shaped

urns and topiaries at terraced entrances, and a

color palette of early 1960s pastels. A

rehabilitation project in 2013 restored the

original hexagonal shape of the stadium’s

outfield scoreboards. The survival of this

Mid-Century Modern icon gives us all hope

that it will remain intact for years to come.

Belvedere Park
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Belvedere Park has
been the recreational
heart of East Los
Angeles for over
seventy years.
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Fletcher Residence
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Designed by one of
Southern California's
most distinguished
residential architects,
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L.A. Conservancy archives
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the Fletcher House
illustrates the
enduring appeal of
period revival styles
in the postwar era.
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